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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in responsive to response to restriction/election filed on 25 January 2007. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. In response to arguments, Group-I claims 1-10, and 23 - 29, and Group-ll 
claims 1 1 - 22 and 30 - 36 are hereby rejoined and fully examined for patentability 
under 37 CFR 1.104. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10 March 2004 was 
filed before the mailing date of the first office action. The submission is in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is 
being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1, 11, 16, 26, 30, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 raises a 
question as to whether the claim is directed merely to an abstract idea that is not 
directed to a practical application of such judicial exception because the claim does not 
require any physical transformation and the invention as claimed does not produce a 
useful, concrete, and tangible results to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 
35 U.S.C. 101. 
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5. Claims 2 - 1 0, 1 2 - 1 5, 1 7 - 22, 27 - 29, 31 - 33, and 35 - 36 are depending 
upon the rejected independent claims 1 , 11, 16, 26, 30, and 34 respectively, and 
therefore are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 

6. Claims 23, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 raises a question as to 
whether the claim is directed merely to an abstract idea that is not directed to a practical 
application of such judicial exception because the claim does not require any physical 
transformation and the invention as claimed does not produce a useful, concrete, and 
tangible results to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 
Claims 23, and 26 are having a conditional [IF] statement in the claim language and for 
the scenario when none of cell of multi-cell has current configuration data it does not 
produce a useful, concrete, and tangible results to form the basis of statutory subject 
matter under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

7. Claims 23 - 25 and 27 - 29, are depending upon the rejected independent 
claims 1, 11, 16, 26, 30, and 34 respectively, and therefore are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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8. Claims 1 - 22, and 30 - 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Zimmer et al. [hereinafter as Zimmer], US Patent 7, 082, 527 B2. 

9. As to claim 1 , Zimmer teaches a method of managing configuration data for a 
multi-cell computer system [Fig. 1], the method comprising: 

a. storing configuration data [245 disk image and 345 provisioning data] for a 
given multi-cell computer system [300 fig. 3] to nonvolatile memory [inherent to a 
claimed boot server 305] of at least one cell [300] of said given multi-cell computer 
system [300][ col. 3, lines 41 - 55, col. 4, lines 12 - 59, col. 7, lines 38-45, fig. 1 - 3]; 
and 

b. storing a corresponding identifier to said nonvolatile memory of [305 boot 
server] said at least one cell that uniquely identifies the given multi-cell computer 
system to which the stored configuration data corresponds [col. 5, lines 37 - 67, col. 6, 
lines 1 -23, 39-43]. 

10. As to claim 2, Zimmer teaches storing of configuration data [245 disk image and 
345 provisioning data] to said at least one cell [B2] during a first boot-up process of said 
given multi-cell computer system [col. 4, lines 39 - 49, col. 5, lines 37 - 67, col. 6, lines 
1-23, fig. 3]. 

11. As to claim 3, Zimmer teaches storing said identifier that uniquely identifies that 
said at least one cell received said stored configuration data while a member of said 
given multi-cell computer system [col. 6, lines 39 - 43]. 

12. As to claim 4, Zimmer teaches determining during a second boot-up process of 
said given multi-cell computer system a unique identifier of said given multi-cell 
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computer system; and determining whether the unique identifier stored to any of said at 
least one cell matches the determined unique identifier of said given multi-cell computer 
system [col. 5, lines 37 - 67, col. 6, lines 1 - 23, 39 - 43, 59 - 61 , fig. 3]. 

1 3. As to claim 5, Zimmer teaches if determined that at least one cell's stored 
identifier matches the determined unique identifier of said given multi-cell computer 
system, then determining that such cell's stored configuration data is current [by status 
check] for the given multi-cell computer system [col. 6, lines 36 - 65]. 

1 4. As to claim 6, Zimmer teaches if determined that at least one cell's stored 
configuration data is current, using the determined current configuration data for 
configuring the given multi-cell computer system [col. 6, lines 57 - 67, 38 - 67, col. 8, 
lines 27 -45]. 

1 5^ As to claim 7, Zimmer teaches if determined that at least one cell's stored 
configuration data is current, storing the determined current configuration data for the 
given multi-cell computer system to other cells of said given multi-cell computer system 
[col. 7, lines 38 - 67, col. 8, lines 1 - 67, fig. 4 - 5]. 

1 6. As to claim 8, Zimmer teaches if determined that at least one cell's stored 
configuration data is current, updating the other cells' stored identifier to match the 
determined unique identifier of said given multi-cell computer system [col. 7, lines 14 - 
53, col. 8, lines 1 -67]. 

1 7. As to claim 9, Zimmer teaches given multi-cell computer system is a partition of a 
multi-cell computer system, said partition having a plurality of the cells of said multi-cell 
computer system [fig. 1 - 3]. 
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1 8. As to claim 1 0, Zimmer teaches configuration data comprises at least one item 
selected from the group consisting of: information identifying a boot path [from boot 
server to B2, and from B2 to C1 - C3] for said given multi-cell computer system [fig. 3], 
information identifying a device to use as a system console [B2 as host] for said given 
multi-cell computer system [col. 4, lines 12-67, col. 5, lines 1 - 6], information 
identifying any tests to run when booting up the given multi-cell computer system, and 
information identifying resources of said given multi-cell computer system [col. 5, lines 
20 - 67, col. 6, lines 1 - 56, fig. 4 - 5]. 

1 9. As to claim 1 6, Zimmer teaches a method comprising: 

a. storing configuration data [245 disk image and 345 provisioning data] for a 
multi-cell computer system locally to nonvolatile memory of each of a plurality of cells; 
implementing the plurality of cells in a given multi-cell system [col. 3, lines 41 - 55, col. 
4, lines 12-59, col. 7, lines 38 - 45, fig. 1 - 3]; and 

b. determining [by status flag] if any of said cells possess the proper 
configuration data corresponding to the given multi-cell system [col. 6, lines 39 - 56, col. 
8, lines 27 -67]. 

20. As to claim 17, Zimmer teaches autonomously determining if any of said cells 
possess the proper configuration data [col. 8, lines 26 - 67]. 

21 . As to claim 1 8, Zimmer teaches calculating a unique identifier of said given multi- 
cell system; and determining if a stored identifier in said nonvolatile memory of any one 
of said plurality of cells matches the calculated unique identifier [col. 5, lines 50 - 67, 
col. 6, lines 1 -46]. 
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22. As to claim 19, Zimmer teaches storing.corresponding identifier data that 
uniquely identifies a multi-cell system to which the configuration data corresponds [col. 
6, lines 39 -46]. 

23. As to claim 20, Zimmer teaches storing configuration data [245 disk image and 
345 provisioning data] for a first multi-cell system to a first one [B2] of said plurality of 
cells [B2 - B3]; and storing configuration data for a second multi-cell system [C1 - C3] 
to a second one [C2] of said plurality of cells [Fig. 3]. 

24. As to claim 21 , Zimmer teaches said multi-cell system is a partition of a computer 
system [fig. 1,3]. 

25. As to claim 22, Zimmer teaches storing said configuration data [245 disk image 
and 345 provisioning data] for said partition to a utility processor that is external [305 
Boot server] to said partition [fig. 1, 3]. 

26. As to claim 30, Zimmer teaches a system [fig. 1] comprising: 

a. a plurality of cells [105 blade server, 120 switch, 110 boot server] in a 
multi-cell system [fig. 1], wherein multiple ones of said cells include non-volatile memory 
to which are stored configuration data [245 disk image and 345 provisioning data] [col. 
3, lines 41 - 55] and a corresponding identifier that uniquely identifies a given multi-cell 
partition to which the cell's respective stored configuration data corresponds [col. 6, 
lines 39 - 46]. 

27. As to claim 31 , Zimmer teaches to determine whether its stored identifier 
matches a unique identifier [valid identifier] of said multi-cell system [step 425, fig. 4]. 
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28. As to claim 32, Zimmer teaches that its stored identifier matches said unique 
identifier of said multi-cell system, then said at least one cell is operable to identify its 
corresponding stored configuration data as the proper configuration data [authenticates 
machine B2] for configuring said multi-cell system [col. 5, lines 54 - 56]. 

29. As to claim 33, Zimmer teaches each of cells [blade server] include non-volatile 
memory [fig. 2] to which are stored configuration data [245 disk image and 345 
provisioning data] [col. 3, lines 41 - 55, fig. 2] and a corresponding identifier that 
uniquely identifies a given multi-cell partition to which the cell's respective stored 
configuration data corresponds [col. 6, lines 39 - 46]. 

30. As to claim 34, Zimmer teaches a system comprising: 

a. non-volatile storage means [215 NV memory, 225, hard disk, 220], on 
each of a plurality of cells [105A blades] of a particular multi-cell partition [105, blade 
server, fig. 2], for storing configuration data [245 disk image and 345 provisioning data] 
[col. 3, lines 41 -55, fig. 2]; 

b. non-volatile storage means, on each of said plurality of cells, for storing an 
identifier that uniquely identifies a multi-cell system to which the cell's respective stored 
configuration data relates [col. 4, lines 39 - 52, col. 6, lines 39 - 46]; and 

c. means [pre-boot host agent], on at least one of said plurality of cells, for 
determining if said configuration data stored to any of said plurality of cells relates to 
said particular multi-cell partition [col. 4, lines 60 - 67, col. 5, lines 1 - 6, col. 6, lines 36 
- 55]. 
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31 . As to claim 35, Zimmer teaches a system including means for determining 
whether a unique identifier of said particular multi-cell partition matches said at least 
one cell's stored identifier [step 425 for valid unique identifier check, fig. 4]. 

32. As to claim 35, Zimmer teaches a system including means for using the 
configuration data of a cell determined to have a stored identifier that matches said 
unique identifier of said particular multi-cell partition for configuring the particular multi- 
cell partition [col. 4, lines 12-59, col. 6, lines 39-46, fig. 3]. 

33. Claims 1,16, 30, and 34, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Hiray et al. [hereinafter as Hiray], US Patent application publication 
2004/0260936 A1. 

34. As to claim 1,16, 30, and 34, Hiray teaches a system and method of managing 
configuration data for a multi-cell computer system [Fig. 1], the method comprising: 

a. storing configuration data for a given multi-cell computer system [fig. 1] to 
nonvolatile memory [inherent to a claimed modular server] of at least one cell [in-band 
provisioning agent IBPA] of said given multi-cell computer system [fig. 1]; and 

b. storing a corresponding identifier to said nonvolatile memory of said at 
least one cell that uniquely identifies the given multi-cell computer system to which the 
stored configuration data corresponds [para 0007 - 0008, and para 001 1 -0012 on 
page 1, fig. 1 -2]. 

35. Claims 1,16, 30, and 34, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Reitze et al. [hereinafter as Reitze], US Patent 6,904,482 B2. 
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36. As to claim 1,16, 30, and 34, Hiray teaches an apparatus [a modular server 
system, fig. 1] and method of managing configuration data for a multi-cell computer 
system [Fig. 1], the method comprising: 

a. storing configuration data for a given multi-cell computer system [fig. 1] to 
nonvolatile memory [180 storage server] of at least one cell [180] of said given multi-cell 
computer system [col. 4, lines 48 - 59, col. 5, lines 23 - 38, col. 6, lines 23 - 36, col. 7, 
lines 40 -67, col. 8, lines 1-17, fig.1]; and 

b. storing a corresponding identifier to said nonvolatile memory of said at 
least one cell that uniquely identifies the given multi-cell computer system to which the 
stored configuration data corresponds [col. 2, lines 60 - 67, col. 2, lines 1 -23, col. 4, 
lines 48-59, col. 6, lines 46-67, col. 7, lines 1 -17, 40-67, col. 8, lines 1 -17, fig. 1 

" 4] - 

37. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 
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38. Prior Art not relied upon: Please refer to the references listed in attached PTO- 
892, which, are not relied upon for claim rejection since these references are relevant to 
the claimed invention. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nitin C. Patel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3675. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rehana Perveen can be reached on 571-272-3676. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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